Asaresult of being surrounded by the Great Lakes, Michigan experiences large differencesin
snowfall in relatively short distances. The annual mean accumulation ranges from 30 to 170
inches of snow. The highest accumulations are in the northern and western parts of the Upper
Peninsula. In Lower Michigan, the highest snowfall accumulations occur near Lake Michigan
and in the higher elevations of the northern Lower Michigan.

The snowfall map shows that the western Upper Peninsula experiences the most snowstorms
in Michigan each year. The western half of the Lower Peninsula also experiences arelatively
large number of snowstorms. One reason for thisisthe "lake effect”" process. Cold winter air
moving across Lake Michigan and L ake Superior picks up moisture from the warmer lake
waters, resulting in significant snowfall amounts in the western part of the state.
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