
Genesee County Road Commission 
Multi-Use/Non-Motorized Path Facilities & Americans ,vith 

Disabilities Act Transition Plan Policy 

Multi-use/Non-motorized f acilitv Development 

It will be the policy of the Road Commission that any multi-use/non-motorized facilities which 
are approved to be constrncted within the Road Commission right-of-way will only be 
constructed as an unattached facility to the physical roadway. All such path\vays or trails will be 
separated from and will not be connected to the roadway facility in the right-of-way. 

All other previous policies regarding multi-use/non-motorized pathway facilities which are not 
affected by this new policy \Vi!! remain in effect. 

Americans with Disabilities Act Transition Plan 

Previous Road Commission pedestrian policies (established November 4, 2008) in combination 
with these policies shall constitute the Genesee County Road Commission Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 transition plan. 

It will be the policy of the Road Commission that locations where pedestrian facility connections 
are determined 1o be needed, such facilities will follow the federal ADA requirements, 28 CFR 

§35.1 SO(d), and built to Michigan Department of Transportation pedestrian design standards. 

When a Road Commission project is initiated the Road Commission will evaluate the needs, 
inventory the condilion, determine any improvements and the cost needed for any pedestrian 
facility connections in order to satisfy the requirements of the ADA within that project. The 
annual construction budget will include project costs for ADA compliance. The Road 
Commission ADA transition plan will be implemented within this project design process. 

If full compliance with the ADA design requirements cannot be implemented due to physical or 
site restrictions. these conditions will be documented. 

The County Highway Engineer or Director of Engineering shall be the ADA coordinator for 
pedestrian facility connections on the county roadway system and the ADA transition plan. All 
Road Commission employees shall be informed that the County Highway Engineer is the ADA 
coordinator. 

This policy for the ADA transition plan will be made available on the Road Commission web 
site. 
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'\lulti-l'se, 1/\on-'.llotorized Path Facilities Co,t Pc1lin 

\ 1 tilti-u ,ei"on-nt(lfoci1.cd Facilin· Ikn·lonm cm 

Tile Ru:id C-:,·::ui.<~i(1:1 \\':il c,)111::1~1..: io :1cl ::~ :in \ct 51 JT't'li..::,d :',·r c11~> 1:•;/11,c .:_-t..::~<-' \\·hici1 

-,ed::s lo :1pply f, >t- i~.:-c'.c:·::d r_1r c,r:11': \r:mspor1,1tic1n Tl1!c,L for rnulli-Lt.-..:, 11, •n--rn,_•'Jm7.-:J t:-cL:l'.-;,, :,_.LILi,n 

l~icii1L1c:s \\·hu \\·C'ukl oll1:.:i-\1·!.~c.:: n,Jt h~ di;;::,k 10 2p1•l; l(,r :ud1 :'i.ii;Lk The R,,:rd (\l111mio:\i\_·n 
\\"ill du.Ci :1n 11nc:·:,c',c:1cy c1;;,i-ccrnl'lll \\ ith t'.w :1ppl; ing J'.:;cncy t0 ,kt.:1-rn1nt" the u•st !iilr\!LJi1:1\;r•,n 

and tk:: res;•u11s1bi1n 1c::~ ,i{· all ;1:111ics. .'\ll prcl'i( ,us pt\lt~:ics c,f the:: F\>:Jd Cr,G1 rni:o:::i(1'.1 \1.-d1 1T?-:1:·1l 
to rnu!t1-L1sc,''\(in-nwt(>l-1:::cJ P:11li Lic'.lity clcn::7.urm'-~ut rerna:11 Ln L_n-c'-·· 

The Ru:.icl Comrnissi,-in will n::quln:; lhal any pc1l11ic age::m·y which is appro\'ed ill rccl_'.i',-c fcderJl 
or st.:.ite trans1)orr:-1tiun fonds f~•r rnu1ti-usc/n1)1H11\)lmi1e<l tr::nsporL1ti0n focility zkve1op1nc:1t 
through tlie Ro:1d Cnm:nissiC1n as !he fur:ding ::igcnt ~,hall dc1,uc,it kn pcr;;cnl (]W'o) \,f lh.' 
c:stim:ttcd project constrnctiun cc,"1 w1th the R0;id (\lc:.rnissiun. Tks dq>,Js1t \\·ill h-: p~11J Lo t'.·1c 
R()ad Ct>mmissi<>n as ::i co;,dition witi1in the 1mcragency local ::i~n:cmcnl hdwccn the R,,:tcl 
C1)mrni'.--,ion :1nd t:1c public :igency. This deoosit shall Jct :::s :1 rcscn·c· sh\\u!cl :1:1y Lrnfore;,e:.:n 
project expenses aiisL \bat :1re ,1,<;oci:1tc:d wilh t11c ;wojcct. T:,c RP:1d Coarn:.ission s'.~a'.l b:.1\·c the 
mithc,rity ll-l drJ\\. upon tl1is depcls1l :md rctLllll ::i.ny unused portion of th-: babn,:e. 
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-Gem·src (.'ountv Roarl Commi-;~ion 
f'f'clestri,:j; ~:nd !l'iulti-Fi('.f\'on-l\fotorized Path Facilities PoliC\' 

M ul"U_-usc.:'\.;cm-m_otorin:d l'acihtv Dcvclonmenl 

The Road Commission will continue to act as an Act 51 applicant for .:rny public agency which stcks to 
apply for federal or st:1tc funds for rnulti-usemun-rnotorized trn.nspmtnion faciliti<:'s \\·ho would otherwise 
nol he eligible to arply for such fun(ls. The Road Commi::;sion ',sill draft an agr~cmcnt with the appl:ying 
agency to determine the cost participation and th0 responsibilities of all parties. 

If a road is proposed for resurfacing, rehabilitation or reconstruction and is on the county non-motorized 
plan, the Road Commission will inquire with the public agency associated ,vitl1 the project to determine if 
a nrnlti-usc/non-motorizcd facility is desired. If such a facility is desired, a dctennimnion wi11 be made 
\vherc the facility should be constructed relative to the roadway. The cost of building or adding tbis 
facility or the cost of matching available federal or state funds will he borne by the other public agency. 
This cost shall include design, construction, construction engineering, inspection, signing and any 
associated fees ,vith the development of this facility. Tbe Rond Commission will incorporate the design 
and construction of this facility within the road project. 

Pedestrian Facilitv Dc_velo_prn~n! 

If a road is proposed for resurfacing, rehabilitation or reconstruction, the Road Commission will inquire 
with the public agency wl1ere the road resides to determine if a pedestrian facility such as a separate 
side,valk, not connected with roadway· construction, is desired. The cost of building or adding this facility 
or the cost of matching available federal or state funds will be borne by the other pLtblic agency. This cost 
shall inc1udc design, construction, construction engineering, inspection and any associated fees with the 
development of this facility. The Road Commission will incorporate the design aml. conslrnction of this 
facility \Viihin the road project. If a road project inYolves interfacing the road way with a pecleslrian 
facility; such as sidewalk ramps, signing, crosswalks or pedestrian signals and actuation; the Road 
Commission will pay for those costs or local match. 

\1ltlti-usc/>Jon-motorized F,1cilitv I:vJaintcnancc 

If a multi-usc/non-motoriLcd facility is constructed which is not a part of tbc physical roadway or traveled 
\\'ay, the other municipal or public agency will be totally responsible 10r and pay om:~ hurnlrd Percent 
(100~/0) of the costs of all future maintenance such as snmY 1-crnoYaL rep~irs, signing or other costs 
wlrntsoever relating to the facility. SLould fulure road improvements require rtmoval and relocation of 
rhe nrnlti-use"rwn-motoriLcJ focilny. the public ,1gency s1nll p::iy ;ill cosb associated with sucl1 rcn:m·al 
and relocation. The public or requesting ;1gency shall hold barmkss and indemnify tlic Road Corn1rnsslon, 
its c•fficcrs, agents and employees against all clcilms for damages to public property and for injuries to 
persons arising out oft11e use of said facility. 
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·" .,,.,ll--L,,., •. :,,,1,1-·1·1,1trv- -,,_": c,,,,l;;l_· 1 c: c·11st1·t'-''''"'' 'l' 11 •1·• lll,.'lJ'J'lc~,,·1 1' l"l·,;,.ct h,,1•1° ·1,1,1 ,r"·h'- ·,-i'i'·c:,~, i , •• ,.,,] L.,s,, .• ,j ~•-•'-'-"••>Li~•"' C, 1¥,VU,.J Cc c .c,,C),'•}~ .c,vJ:::CJ"• .v, .• •).d. 

1YCw.:iy or t:-z1sckd \Vi:-, deii.11cJ. as bcrng: bct\\·ccn Lhe outside edge of sl1oulder lo onts1d2 edge or 
si1\Ht]der, Lhe Road Corn.mssion will be respon:iible for all the futLtre rnaintct~ancc of that L:cility. 

f~deslrian htcilnv i'vtairtcnatic~ 

If a pedestrian facility is proviLkd or pedestrian interfaces are provided as part of a roadway project, the 
otl1cr municipal or public agency will be totally responsibk for all future muintennncc of the total 
pedestrian facility during the life of the facility according to state Lnv. 

THIS POLIC'Y JS NOT INTEI\DED TO CREATE A RIGHT OR C'At:SE OF ACTIO:\ FOR ANY 
cvlt:NICIPAL OR PUBLIC AGEt-;CY SHOULD THE GENESEE COL"J\TY ROAD COM\!ISSIO:\ 
NOT INQUIRE REGARDIXG Tl·JE DESIRE OF THE MGNJCIPAL OR PUBLIC: AGE1'CY OR IF 
THE GENESEE[ COUNTY ROAD COMI\TISS!Ol\ SHOULD DECIDE NOT TO PARTICIPATE fl\ 
ANY SPECIFIC PROJECT. 



'·" -, ·'··J _ .,·,) , __ ;; ::::/:-:s.::c;·· C:·2;-_. -- ·: .. :J:; 
2" ·;c:cJ er' s,,~ ,.,~ __ ::11~:~te Srroots 01 ~,,,-o.nc~ 2nc Vl/e.•;iJ(on,,,.,, C::-:,n'/ p:;',":::s-s 

Complete Streets Vision Statement 

"Transportation improvements in Genesee County are planned, designed 
and constructed to encourage walking, bicycling, and transit use while 
promoting safety for all users." 

Guiding Princioles of Complete Streets 

Complete Streets are designed and operated to enable safe access for 
all users. Pedestrians, bicyclists motorists and transit riders of all ages and 
abilities must be able to safely move along and across a complete street. 

.. Creating Complete Streets means changing the policies and practices of 
transportation agencies. 

• A Complete Streets policy ensures that the e:-itire right of way is routinely 
designed and operated to enable saf-e access for all users. 

.. Transportation agencies must ensure that all road projects result in a 
complete street appropriate to local context and needs 

Complete Streets Policies 

Policy 1: Coverage Area 

Complete Streets policies shall cover all roads in Genesee County that are 
part of the Federal Aid Road System. 

Policy 2: Design Guidelines 

Ali transportation improvements shall be constructed in accordance with 
prevailing ADA guidelines and AASHTO and existing MDOT standards. 

Policy 3: Planning Documents 

All Federa! Aid Road Projects in the Genesee County Metropolitan Alliance 
Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) and Transportation Improvement 
Prog:'"am (TIP) shall be evaluated according to the guiding principles of 
Complete Streets. 



Non-motorized facilities sha!! be provided for all new construction and 
reconstruction projects of public roads and bridges that are utilizing 
federal aid transportation funding. Facilities shall also support multi­
modal transit access and additional transit shelters as recommended by 
the MTA. 

With the following exceptions (Exceptions to this policy must be approved by 
the local managing official of the road agency in writing): 

• If the cost of providing non-motorized facilities exceeds 20% of the total of 
the development 

• The provision of non-motorized facilities is environmentally unfeasible due 
to natural resource constraints 

• Along or to a facility where pedestrians and bicycles are prohibited (i.e 
freeways) 

Policy 5: Maintenance 

Maintenance agreements with clearly defined roles and responsibilities 
shall be established for any non-motorized facilities before the facilities 
are built. 

Policy 6: New Development 

We recommend that municipalities adopt a Complete Streets policy and 
that all new development site plans, residential and non-residential, 
should provide non-motorized facilities. 

• Built to ADA guidelines and AASHTO standards 
• With adjacent connections to existing or future non-motorized facilities 
• Regardless of land use, location or National Functional Classification 
• At the minimum. along the road frontage Right-of-Way 
• Consultation with local road and transit agencies should occur during the 

site plan review process 

The following exceptions are suggested: 

• Residential developments with one dwelling unit per more than five acres 
• If the cost of providing non-motorized facilitates exceeds 20% of the total 

infrastructure cost associated with the development 
• The provision of non-motorized facilities is environmentally unfeasible due 

to natural resource constraints 
• Along or to a facility where pedestrians and bicycles are prohibited (i e. 

freeways) 




